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AJC TOP STORY: CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK 


Virus tightens grip on state 


More deaths reported; some cases linked to two funerals in Albany 


By Alan Judd 
ajudd@aje.com 


Atleast five people have died 
in southwest Georgia this week. 
of apparent coronavirus-related 
illnesses and another died in 
Atlanta, an ominous sign of 
the pandemic’s worsening toll. 

An Albany hospital said lab- 


Shortages force health 
systems to come up 


By Yamil Berard 
yamil.berard@ajc.com 


In ambulance bays, physi- 
cian offices, nursing homes 
and hospital facilities, Geor- 
gia medical professionals are 
struggling to maintain or devise 
enough equipment and sup- 
plies to treat their patients 
while staying protected from 
the coronavirus themselves. 

Doctors and nurses say sup- 
plies of disposable gowns that 
can help protect them from 
infection are in short sup- 
ply. Medics are being asked 
to reuse N-95 masks. Some 
clinics reportedly are running 
low on specialized swabs used 
to check for coronavirus. Hos- 
pitals say they will not have 
enough life-saving devices, 
such as ventilators, as more 
severely ill people with respi- 


‘Supplies continued on AN 


oratory tests confirmed two 
patients had the virus when 
they died. Test results are still 
incomplete for a third patient 
who also died at Phoebe Put- 
ney Memorial Hospital, and 
authorities are waiting to learn 
the findings of autopsies on 
two other Albany residents 
who died Sunday, one at a 


nursing home. 
In Atlanta, Emory Healthcare 
said a patient with a confirmed 
case of COVID-19, the disease 
caused by the coronavirus, died 
Wednesday. Emory Healthcare 
did not say at which of its 10 
hospitals the patient died. 
With the number of con- 
firmed cases rising in many 


MEDICAL EQUIPMENT 


A SCRAMBLE FOR $ SUPPLIES 


Georgia counties, including 
among people hospitalized 
with COVID-19 symptoms, the 
deaths in Albany and Atlanta 
suggest the coronavirus may 
already have killed more peo- 
ple than state officials had pre- 
viously acknowledged. 
“People are dying — that’s 
howserious thisis,” Dougherty 


Paul Beamon, vice president of emergency medical services at AmeriPro EMS in Riverdale, unpacks 
supplies Wednesday bought from local stores. EMS providers expect shortages to get worse and 
aren't waiting for shipments to be dropped at their doorsteps. HYOSUB SHIN/HYOSUB.SHIN@AIC.COM 


STATE RESPONSE 


‘We can’t just shut things down, Kemp says 


Gov. Brian Kemp 
seeks to keep 
businesses afloat 
in midst of virus. 


Rejecting criticism: 
he calls more restrictions 
‘counterproductive’ 


By Greg Bluestein 
gbluestein@ajc.com 


Armed with broad new authori- 
ties to suspend state laws and limit 
gatherings, Gov. Brian Kemp has 
so far used his powerful pulpit to 


TO OUR READERS 
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today’s newspaper 


We know you are counting on us to keep you 
informed and updated with credible, in-depth 
news and information about the coronavirus. 

In today’s Opinion section, we’re offering a 
guest column from an Emory Healthcare exec- 
utive. We’re also publishing a local business 
leader’s personal experiences in seeking coro- 
navirus testing. We'll be posting additional 
guest columns on AJC.com/opinion. 

We believe keeping our community informed 
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honored to work on your behalf. 
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do a lot of urging. 

He’s recommended that nurs- 
ing homes restrict visitors. He’s 
nudged clergy members to hold 
online services and organizers to 
reconsider events. And on Wednes- 
day, he encouraged Georgians 
to steer clear of packing restau- 
rants and bars even as he balked 
at insisting they be closed. 

“We can’t just shut things down. 
I believe that would be counter- 


productive, and I don’t know that 
our citizens would buy into that,” 
Kemp said during an interview on 
Q99.7, a local radio station. “We 
have to take an approach that is 
aggressive but also people feel 
like is warranted.” 

Some health experts warn keep- 
ing restaurants and bars open risks 
extending the threat of an illness 


Georgia continued on AN 


THELATEST DEVELOPMENTS 


fi 


RELIEF PACKAGE 
The Senate approved arelief package to 
provide sick leave, unemployment benefits, 
free coronavirus testing, and food and 
medical aid to people impacted by the 
pandemic. Lawmakers and the White House 
are also drafting a $1 trillion package that 
would send direct payments to taxpayers 
and loans to businesses. A2 


MORECUTSAT DELTA 
Delta Air Linesis cutting 70% of its flights, a 
major reduction in operations by the Atlanta- 
based airline. More than 10,000 employees 
have volunteered to take unpaid leave. A3 


County Coroner Michael Fowler 
said at a news conference in 
Albany. “It is not a game.” 
Before late Wednesday, the 
state Department of Public 
Health had confirmed only 
the death of a 67-year-old man 
in Cobb County on March 11. 


Virus continued on A13 


TESTING 


Testing 
rationed 
to cover 
high risks 


Worried residents 
frustrated by limited 
processing capacity. 


ByJ.Scott Trubey 
strubey@ajc.com 


Drive-through testing sites 
for coronavirus began open- 
ing in metro Atlanta in recent 
days, but testing availability 
remains extremely limited, 
frustrating worried residents, 
anda lack of capacity to pro- 
cess tests continues to ham- 
string hospitals swamped with 
suspected cases. 

To ease the testing backlog, 
Gov. Brian Kemp endorsed 
a plan Wednesday to ration 
tests to those most at risk of 
coronavirus infection, such 
as older residents, and those 
on the front lines of the emer- 
gency, such medical workers 
and first responders. 

“Many Georgians are eager 


Tests continued on ATI 


SAFETYTIPS 
» Experts offer advice 
protecting yourself, A13 


= 
INFORMATION YOU NEED 


Weare committed to 
bringingyou the latest onthe 
outbreak. Follow AJC.com/ 
coronavirus for updates, 
health information and helpful 
resources to keep youand your 
family safe. 
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